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QUESTIONSANDANSWERS
IS EDUCATION HARMFUL?

What is wrong with education? Why does it
turn out so many misfits? Am I not taking a dan-
gerous chance in sending my children to school?
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“My son, I believe, has a good mind, but during the last
few years his work in school has become increasingly
poor. This term he failed in three of his subjects. Howev-
er, what worries me more, even, than his school work, is
his att i tude toward life generally. He seems to think that
the world and especially his parents, owe him a living. It
happens that we live in a well - to-do community. Many of
the famil ies are more wealthy than we, and while I have
been quite l iberal with my son, giving him a generous
allowance, good clothes lett ing him drive the family car,
etc. , he is far from satisf ied. Now he wants his own auto-
mobile, and keeps talking about the many boys in town
who have their own car.
“When I ask him to take care of the furnace or the lawn,

or to do some other jobs, he tells me that the other boys
don’t have to do this sort of thing. Although I sometimes
get him to do a job, I can never depend on his doing it
properly. He has no sense of responsibility or obligation,
but he considers his family responsible for making pos-
sible anything he wants to do. In fact his one idea in life
is to have fun, and his idea of a good time, so far as I can
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see, is to do what he wants to do, when he wants to do
it, regardless of anybody else. I am terribly afraid he is
developing a character which wil l make him unfit for
the world; just as i t has already made him unfi t for his
studies.”
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Born in Missouri around 1864Dr. Carver never knew
his father and mother-- they were carried off by slave
raiders when he was a baby.Awhite planter,Moses Carv-
er, raised the child, gave him his name, and because of
the boy’s poor health let him do women’s work: cooking,
sewing, laundering.

But a strange fire burned in him. The only book he re-
members in the Carver home was Webster’s Speller. He
memorized it . Having fallen on hard times themselves,
the Carvers were unable to send him to school. He went
on his own; slept in barns and haylofts; worked for his
food at whatever jobs turned up, took in all the learning
that the one-room schoolhouse had to offer. “White folks’
washing” paid his way through high school.

He was admitted by mail to the University of Iowa
only to be rejected, when he arrived, because he was a
Negro.Whereuponhe opened a small laundry and at the
end of a year had accumulated funds enough to obtain
entrance to Simpson College at Incrianola, Iowa. He
washed, scrubbed and house-cleaned his way through
three years at that school and went on to finish four years
of agricultural studies at Iowa State College. There his
genius with soi ls and plants won him, on graduation, a
place on the faculty.

Down in central Alabama, at about this time Booker
T.Washington--founder and president of Tuskegee Insti-
tute--was dreaming of economic emancipation for the
Negro farmer. The dreams needed a man. Washington
chose young Carver.

When Carver arrived in Tuskegee, in 1896, there
seemed to be lit t le for him to work on and nothing to
work with. Washingtonwanted an agricultural laborato-
ry; there was neither equipment nor money. He wanted
a school farm; the soi l was defiant . He wanted grass on
the Tuskegee campus; there was only sand.
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Today, in a glass case in the museum are the materi-
als with which Carver made his f irst laboratory. For heat
he rigged up a salvaged barn lantern. His mortar was a
heavy kitchen cup, he used a flat piece of iron for a pul-
verizer. Beakers were made by cutting off the tops of old
bottles rescued from the school dump. He turned an ink
bott le into an alcohol lamp and made his own wick.

The soil on his 16-acre “experimental farm” was san-
dy, eroded and impoverished. He sent his students into
the swamps and woods armed with baskets and pai l s .
Day after day they brought back muck and leafmold and
covered the ground with it. On those acres he demon-
strated that the South’s worst soi l can be made to pro-
duce--not one sweet-potato crop per year but two. There
also he harvested one of Alabama’s first bale-to-the-acre
crops of cotton.

“Everyone told me,” he says, “that the soil was un-
productive. But it was the only soil I had. It was not un-
productive. It was only unused.”

He found other uses for it. From Macon County’s mul-
ticolored clays he made pottery, wallpaper inks, coloring
for ornamental cement blocks. An inveterate enemy of
waste, he turned corn, cotton and sorghum stalks into
insulating boards; produced paper from the branches of
wistaria, sun-f lowers and wild hibiscus; wove decorat ive
table mats from swamp cat ta i l s ; made table runners ,
using bright clay dyes for color, from feed and seed bags.

To carry his Green Pastures gospel to the farmer he
converted a secondhand buggy into a mobile agricultur-
al school, loaded it with exhibits, borrowed a horse and
made regular tours of the countryside. This was the first
of the “movable schools” which today, housed in truck
and trailer and sponsored by the U.S.Department of Ag-
riculture, cover all of Alabama.

Macon County then, like most of the South, grew cot-
ton and little else. To save the soil
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and add to farm income Carver advocated growing
sweet potatoes and peanuts. Today the sweet potato
is a southern farm staple; and our peanut farmers
of the South will this year get close to $70,000,000for
their crop. More than any other person, Dr. Carver
has helped to break cotton’s throttle-hold on south-
ern agriculture.

In his Macon County pioneering, he found scarcely
any vegetable gardens, few pigs, chickens or cows. Pel-
legra- -produced by an unbalance diet - -was widespread.
He therefore preached kitchen gardens and worked out
recipes showing how to prepare and preserve vegetables.
Today,according to the county agricultural agent, there
is hardly a Negro farm in Macon County without a veg-
etable garden, pigs, chickens and at least one cow. Pella-
gra has vir tual ly disappeared.

Dr. Carver insists that the start -where-you-are for-
mula wil l work anywhere. Some years ago he spoke
before a Negro organization in Tulsa, Oklahoma. For il-
lustrat ive materials he spent an early morning on Sand
Pipe Hill, near Tulsa. He came back with 27 plants, all
containing medicinal properties.

“Then,” he said, “I went to Ferguson’s Drugstore and
bought seven patent medicines containing certain el-
ements found in those plants. The medicines had been
shipped in from New York. They should have come from
Sand Pipe Hill. ‘Where there is no vision the people per-
ish.’”

* * *

He has been cal led-- this man whose parents were
Negro slaves- -”the first and greatest chemurgist .” Mil-
l ion-dollar businesses have been built all or in part from
his discoveries--largest among them being a $200,000,000
a year peanut industry. His crop-pioneering puts many
mill ions every year into the pockets of southern farmers.
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He has been showered with honors. Thomas Edison
invited him to join his staff at $50,000a year. Henry Ford
has given him a laboratory for wart ime food research.
Last June “The Progressive Farmer” gave him its annual
award for “outstanding service to southern agriculture.”
The Theodore Roosevelt Medal came to him in 1939as “a
liberator to men of the white race as well as the black.”

“What other man of our times,” asked the New York
Times “has done so much for agriculture in the South?”

The world that thus seeks out Dr.George Washington
Carver st i l l f inds him in the scientif ic parish where he
has worked for 46 years: Macon County, Alabama, and
the campus of Tuskegee Institute, famed Negro school.

It is his own philosophy that keeps him there: his be-
l ief that there are no greener pastures than those near-
by. Science-wise he has reduced that belief to a formula:
“Start where you are, wi th what you have make some-
thing of it never be satisfied.” Now, approaching 80, he is
s t i l l making that formula work.

He took me recently through the George Washington
Carver Museum at Tuskegee--buil t from his savings to
house the results of his nearby explorations and discov-
eries. He sti l l wears the familiar battered cap and the
frayed gray sweater. His voice is frail and his shoulders
stooped. But there are no signs of frailty in his mind and
spir i t .

In a small field behind the museum he pointed out
half a hundred strips of pine board exposed to the sun.
They were freshly painted: bright blues, yellows, reds,
greens.

“The reason farmers down here don’t paint their
homes,” he said, “isn’t because they are lazy or don’t
care. It is because they don’t have cash money to buy
paint. The paint that’s weathering on these boards costs
next to nothing. The color comes from the clays right
here in Macon County. The base is used motor Oil.”
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This home-grown paint, made and proved by Dr.
Carver at Tuskegee, is now being used by the Tennessee
Valley Authority in a demonstration of rural home beau-
tification in 14TVAlocalities.

Dr.Carver was the first and st i l l is the greatest expo-
nent of the use of the South’s idle lands and waste prod-
ucts to balance the southern farm diet. This required
more than agricultural knowledge, so he learned to be an
expert dietitian and cook. His “43 Ways to Save the Wild
Plum Crop” is a collection of Carver-proved recipes:
marmalade, syrup, vinegar, soup, croquettes.

His famous experiments with the peanut led to the
production of more than 300 useful articles. Among
those now being commercial ly manufactured are his
peanut butter and peanut flour, besides various oils and
fertil izer. Widely used is a pamphlet for the farmer’s
wife: “105 Different Ways to Prepare the Peanut for the
Table,” including recipes for peanut soup, bread, patties,
piecrust, doughnuts, cheese. With such wider use the
peanut crop increased from 700million pounds in 1921to
1,400million in 1941.

Last March Dr. Carver published his own Victo-
ry Garden bulletin: “Nature’s Garden for Victory and
Peace.” Its frontispiece quotes from Genesis: “Behold I
have given you every herb...to you it shall be for meat.”
Inside is a l ist of more than 100grasses, weeds and wild
flowers which can be used for food, and recipes showing
how to use them. They include chickory coffee--”some
prefer it to real coffee”--pie “similar to apple or rhu-
barb” from sour grass ; “asparagus t ips” from the stalks
of si lkweed, wild clover “for delicate and fancy salads”;
grass-salad sandwiches which have a considerable vogue
on the Tuskegee campus.

* * *
The Bible, Dr. Carver told me, is as important to his

work as is his laboratory. He has two
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favorite Scripture verses. One of them he calls his “light”
passage. It is Proverbs III, 6: “In all thy ways acknowl-
edge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.” The other is
his “power” passage. It is Philippians IV,13:“I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

“This is the only question colored people have to an-
swer,” I heard him say to a group of Negro preachers:
“Have we got what the world wants?” He told about
hearing a group of white men in search of a man who
could locate oil . “They forgot to say whether they wanted
a white man, a red man, a yel low or a black man; they
said only they wanted a man who could locate oil .

“Don’t go looking for Naboth’s vineyard,” he said.
“Every one of you probably has all the vineyard he
needs.”
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WHAT IS RELIGION?

Does religion consist only of studying and pray-
ing, fasting and weeping, preaching and comforting,
repenting and forgiving, begging and giving? How
can one become religious, and what difference will it
make in one’s life?
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Testimonies to
Minister
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Testimonies

Testimonies
to Ministers
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IS AVISION NEEDED?

Is it necessary to have amental picture of the things
for which we pray?
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CAN ONE FIND THE TRUTHWITHOUT
HAVING TRANCE-VISIONS?

Concerning what she writes, Sister White says, “Iwas
shown” or “taken in vision.” May I ask how we can be-
lieve in “The Shepherd’s Rod” literature if its contents
were not revealed in like manner--by a miracle?
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WHYNEED OFA JUDGMENT?

I cannot see the need of a judgment. Why should we
be judged after we are saved?
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IS IT “HE “ ORAREWE TO LOOK FORAN-
OTHER?

“He that dasheth in pieces,” as I see it after reading
Tract No. 14, “War News Forecast,” is Hitler. But how
can this be, when he is now getting the worst of it, and
the allies are winning the war?
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SHALLWE SEEK ECONOMYASWE
SHUN PRIDE?

Should women wear silk or cotton hose?

Testimonies

Counsels on Health



The Answerer Book 5

AMODELOUT OFTHEWORLD, OR IN
THEWORLDALSO?

Some think that the dresses adopted by those
who reside at Mt. Carmel, are too long for us who
live in the cities. Are they?
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Testimonies,

SHALLHAIR BE CURLED?

My hair is so plain that it makes me appear odd.
Would it be wrong to curl it?

SLACKS OR SKIRTS?

Is it all right for a woman to wear slacks while en-
gaged in defense work? Are they not men’s garments?
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IS DISPLAYA SIN?

I think it a sin for my daughter to wear wristwatch.
Is it?



The Answerer Book 5

SHALLTHEWOMAN LEAVE HER HAT ON
WHEN THE MAN TAKES HIS OFF?

What does Paul mean in 1 Corinthians 11 con-
cerning the woman covering her head? Does not
verse 15 show that the hair is her covering?
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WHATABOUT COMMUNION SERVICE?

Should believers who are well established in the
message, celebrate the communion service when
they meet together?

The Desire of Ages
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Rod’s

WHAT IS MYGIFT?

What is the meaning of 1Timothy 4:14; “Neglect
not the gift that is in thee, which was
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given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the
hands of the presbytery”?
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WHATABOUT RECEIVING GIFTS?

According to Tract No. 13, “Christ’s Greetings,”
1941 Edition, pp. 5, 6, Christians should not give
“time” gifts. But is it wrong to receive them? Or should
one return them and thus risk offending the giver?

HOWCAN ONE STAND IF HE PLANS TO
FALL?

Will you please explain Hebrews 6:4-6?
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HOW SHALLWE PRAY?

I have been told that when praying to God, the Fa-
ther, we should always say: “In the name of Thy bless-
ed Son Jesus, Who died for me, I humbly ask, etc.” Is
this the correct way to pray?

There

earth



The Answerer Book 5

Mount of Blessing
SHALLWE BE PRESUMPTUOUS

AND INACTIVE?

Does it not show a lack of faith to pray for the
sick and then seek to cure them?
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WHEN TOWRITEANDWHEN NOT?

Is it permissible on the Sabbath to write mission-
ary letters and to subscribe for gospel literature?
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Patriarchs and Prophets

WHOWILLGIVE US OUR PAY?

Should “part-time” laborers who are having
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some success be entitled to any financial support
from the Association?
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FEED THE SHEEPONLYOR THE
LAMBSALSO?

Is it as essential to contact the newly converted to
Laodicea as it is to contact the older members? I am
under the impression that those who have become Sev-
enth-day Adventists since the sealing message was first
given might stand a chance to come in with the multi-
tude; otherwise, how can the work ever be finished,
considering that new ones are coming into Laodicea
faster than we can possibly get around to them?
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WHYNOTWORK FOR THEWORLD ON
SPARE TIME?

When we are not working for sinners in Zion then
why not go to work for sinners in the world? Has the
Lord given us the light for us to hide it “under a bush-
el,” or to lighten the world with it?



The Answerer Book 5

WHAT TRACTSARE FOR OUTSIDERS?

Which of “The Shepherd’s Rod” series of tracts are
suitable to give those who are not members of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist denomination?

The Shepherd’s Rod

WHAT TO STUDY?

Should the subjects contained in “The Shepherd’s
Rod” publications or those contained In other works,
be studied in our Sabbath meetings?

The Shepherd’s Rod
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Ear-
ly Writings

Early Writings
Testimonies to

Ministers
IS IT SAFE TO CHALLENGE?

If we are to “prove all things; hold fast that which is
good,” and be ready always to give an answer to every
man that asks us a reason of the hope that is in us, then
ought we not challenge those who are enemies of “The
Shepherd’s Rod” to prove it in error?

The Shepherd’s Rod
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Tes-
timonies

Testimonies
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WHAT IS MEANT BY “THATWHICH
IS PUBLISHED”?

“The Symbolic Code” says: “Teach only that which
is published.” Will you please explain whether this re-
striction is Intended to include Bible, Spirit of Prophe-
cy, and “The Shepherd’s Rod” literature, all together,
or just the writings of the “Rod”?

The Shepherd’s Rod

The Shepherd’s Rod
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HOWTO PROVE THAT THE
SLAUGHTER IS LITERAL?

How can I prove to a Seventh-day Adventist
that the slaughter of Ezekiel 9 is literal?

The Dardanelles of the Bible,

first stroke
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church

not look for
miracles

Testimo-
nies

as in
former days

escape all nations,

literally
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AREALLTHE GIFTSAMONG US NOW?

From Brother ______’s teaching that the gift of
healing is not yet among us, but will be restored af-
ter the church’s purification, are we to understand
also that the gift of teaching has not yet been restored?
If this is not to be inferred, then do teachers of “The
Shepherd’s Rod” have the gift now?

Ministry of Healing



The Answerer Book 5

Ear-
ly Writings,

WHATWILLTHE PRUDENTMAN DO?

What is one to do now when money was never so
easily earned, but when prices are sky-high? Is he
thus to spend everything he makes, or is he to deprive
himself of such extravagance and save all he can? And
where shall he deposit his earnings?
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Certificate

IS IT TAXABLE?

Is my “Bequeathment Certificate” subject to tax?
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WHATABOUT GOVERNMENT BENEFITS?

Is it wrong for a Christian to accept support from
government relief agencies?
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SHOULDACHRISTIAN JOIN LABOR
UNIONS?

What should be our position as to LaborUnions?

Testi-
monies
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IS ITWRONG TO CARRY PROPERTY
INSURANCE?

“Testimonies,” Vol. 1, pp. 549-551, speaks against
insurance. Does it mean to include property insur-
ance?
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WHATABOUT BUYING DEFENSE BONDS?

Are either Mt. Carmel’s workers or the institution
itself buying United States Defense Savings Bonds?
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SALUTE OR NOT?

Is it wrong to salute the flag?
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Ameri-
ca,
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IS PATRIOTISM CHRISTIANITY?

Shall we in this war take the stand of conscientious
objectors or that of patriots?
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Would you please explain your position relative to
the pension issues that are now being presented to the
public? Do you think they merit our voting on them?
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IS VOTING BECOMING TOACHRISTIAN?

Is it right to vote?
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WHATABOUT USING MILKAND EGGS?

Since diseases among cattle and poultry are be-
coming more and more numerous, virulent, and wide-
spread, should we not now discard milk and eggs from
our dietary?

progressive
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Testimonies

Testimonies

SHALLWE KEEPCATTLEAND FOWL?

Is it permissible to keep cows and chickens?
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WHAT ISWRONGWITH EATING
CLEAN MEAT?

In the light of Matt. 15:11 and other scriptures, is it
not clear that vegetarianism is of man and not of God?
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AREALL SPICES INJURIOUS TO HEALTH?

The “Testimonies” condemn the use of spices, but do
not give a definite list of the ones pronounced unfit for
human consumption. Are all seasonings condemned?
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WHAT IDENTIFIES ONEASADAVIDIAN
SEVENTH-DAYADVENTIST?

As the Davidian Seventh-day Adventist Association
does not have a formal membership what evidence can
one give to identify himself as a member of the organi-
zation? And how can he establish the length of time he
has been with it?
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Certificate of Fellowship
MUST I REACH PERFECTION FIRST?

In order to sign the application for the “Certificate
of Fellowship,” must one have attained perfection?

MUST BAPTISM PRECEDE FELLOWSHIP?

Though I have never been baptized, yet I fully be-
lieve the additional message of “The Shepherd’s Rod,”
and now I wish to know if I am eligible to apply for the
“Certificate of Fellowship.”
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IS ONEAMEMBERWITHOUT THE
CERTIFICATE OF FELLOWSHIP?

May one be a member of the Association without
holding a “Certificate of Fellowship?”

Cer-
tificate of Fellowship.

WHOMAYHOLD OFFICE?

Are Davidians who do not hold a “Certificate of
Fellowship” eligible to hold office?

Certificate of Fellowship
WHOSE SCHEME IS MONEY-GRABBING?

If only those who pay a second tithe are eligible for
a “Certificate of Fellowship,” then
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is not such a requirement only a money-grabbing
scheme?

WHAT IF I HAVE NO TITHES TO PAY?

Can one hold the “Certificate of Fellowship” if he
has no tithes to pay?

TO TITHE OR NOT TO TITHE?

My husband is not a believer and would not approve
of my paying first and second tithe on all the money I
handle. What am I to do?
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IS SMALL INCOME TITHE EXEMPT?

As my income is very small, am I not exempt
from paying tithe?
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ARE DOLLS IDOLS?

Are not dolls to be considered idols? And
should I let my children play with them?
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WHATABOUT PLAYING GAMES?

Is it wrong for Davidians to play cards, chess,
checkers, tennis, baseball, and other games?

Messages to Young Peo-
ple

Counsels to Teachers
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Counsels to
Teachers
ANYRESURRECTEDAMONG THE 144,000?

Sister White was told that only the 144,000 may
enter the holy temple in heaven. Since, however, she
herself went in (for she says, “The wonderful things I
there SAW”--”Early Writings,” p. 19), is she not one of
the 144,000?
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Early Writings

with
ARE THE 144,000 JEWS BY

ADOPTION ONLY?

Since “the names of the twelve tribes of the children
of Israel” (Rev. 21:12) are written on the twelve gates
of the New Jerusalem, must not the 144,000 in conse-
quence be Jews by adoption only?
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WHAT DOES THE “HOLYMOUNTAIN”
SIGNIFY?

In dealing with the various prophecies, “The Shep-
herd’s Rod” consistently applies the term, “the holy
mountain,” to Jerusalem, the church, whereas it ap-
plies the term, the glorious “holy mountain” (Dan.
11:45), to Mt. Sinai. What reason do you give for this
sidestepping, as it were, from the rule?
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HOWTOMATRICULATE IN THE
INSTITUTE?

What makes one eligible for matriculation at the
Davidic-Levitical Institute? What part of the student’s
expense at Mt. Carmel does the second tithe take care
of, and how much in cash must one pay?

Certificate
of Fellowship

Qualification Fee
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TOWAIT UNTILAFTER REGISTRATION OR
TO ENROLLBEFORE?

Should a Davidian who is planning to matriculate at
the Davidic-Levitical Institute, and who is approach-
ing Selective Service Registration age, matriculate
after registration, or should he enroll at the Institute
before registration, and then register from Mt. Carmel
Center?
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for
classification

WHAT SHALLYOUR NEXT

STEPBE?

Book
No. 5
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